
UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY
REGION ~

7S Hawthorne Street
San Francisco, CA g4~0~3901

S~CT: Agen~ R~iew o£ Bay-Delta Problem S~m~es

FRO~ EPA - Bay~elta Scion

DA~: Au~ 22, 199~

TO: Stew Yaeger, ~r,g~ ~e~u~ D~eet~r

Comments on GeograpNc Scope
EPA comments on the CAI_~ED document Draft Discussion Paper: Geog~zrphic Soothe, dated
August 14, 1995, follow:

I) We would suggest including the text marked with double underline below:

"The Delta as one piece of art intercomuected water/biological/scouomic system.
Many things, from water and water qualhy constituents, to fish a.ad birds, to
ec0:nomic ~ood~ and services, move across the boundaries of the Delte~...
t~xamples of Delta inputs and outputs...

2) We would like to see San Pabto Bay included in the definition o£ the Delta,
or~ text recognizing the downstream impacts of possible Delta solutions,
including a discussion of pulse flows.

3) EPA recommends adding the following double underlined text on page 2:

"... beneficial use of water. Additionally, the~ pro.~r~trn~is focused upon those
aspects _which have chanKed in .~tarus. ~ceordin_~ to histp~i.e.e! records."
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Comments on Problem Summaries
General EPA comments on the CAI.~ED document Draft Problem Summaries, dated August
I~, 1995, follow:

I) EPA recommends ~at the di~n~on between Tidal and Bracldsh marshes be made clearer.

2) BPA recommends including declines in San Pablo Bay Pacific Herring as a problem.

3) EPA recommends including "reduction in pulse flows flowing through the Delta" as a
problem in the Delta.

Specific EPA comments on ~he CALFED document Draft Problem Smmnaries, da~ed August
1995, .follow:

Delta Water Quality

move A.I.~ to A.3.a

EPA questions the use of "increased" in A.I.*, EPA believes carbon has not increased.

EPA ques.~ons ~e assumption that t~ngs have changed over dine in A.l.b

EPA believes that turbidity has generally decreased, not increased.

EPA recommends changing "pesticide" to "insecticide and other toxic residues" in A.2.a and
D.2.a

EPA would like text to show an appreciation of distinction between wet and dry year
problems in A.3.*

I~PA recommends changing thrust of text to identify market failures as the problem, not
regulatory responses to market failures, in A.4.c and B.4.a

EPA recommends changing "The" to "During" in A.3.c

EPA information indicates that "incre~ed" shouId be changed to "generally decreased" in
B.I.*

EPA recommends adding double underlined text "... for particular industrial uses ~
of less desirable alternaZkce intake~..." in C,2.a

IgPA recommends adding "TOC decline" in E.I,a

EPA questions "Increased" in E. 1.b, suspended solids have generally decreased
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EPA recommends changing text to read "... Suisun Bay reduces ~he bay’s..." in A.4.a

t~PA recommends changing tex~ m read "Reduced and Altered Transport l~!ows..." in A.5

EPA recommends replacing "production" with "abundance" in A.5.*, A.7.", etc.

EPA recommends replacing "Lack" with "Reduced" and deleting "desirable" in A.7

EPA seeks clarification o£ "Organic Nutrient Inputs" in A.7.tl Dces this r~fer "~o TOC7

EPA recommends changing text to read "Reduction and Seasonal Shift of Freshwate.~ Inflow
to ]~stuary... during critic~d sprin~,’summer pe.dods" in A.7.h

~PA recommends eliminating lis~s of example species in A.7, etc.. because they are too
exclusive, bloweve~, if lists are kept, then striped bass should be added to the lis~s of
example species.

:EPA recornmends deleting "desirable" in A.7.*

,~Y.PA recommends including "local channel sedimentation and lack of tidal prism" as a

(~ problem under B.I.

~PA recommends changing list of species to "Suisun song span’ow, Suisun slough thistle,
Snowy ]~gret" in B.I

EPA recommends changing text to read "Altered Vegetation Composir~or~ and . ." in

EPA recommends changir~g text to read "Reduced Areal Extent and Patchiness of brackish
~da[ mazsh limir~ native wildlife populations and genetic exchange." in B.l.b

]~PA recommends changing text to read "Inappropriate Salinir] Levels and Soil and Water
Acidizy reduce forage.., native species in managed wetlands." in B.l.c

EPA recommends inserting B.l.e as follows: ~’Lack of Brac~sh water Weflaads that do no~:
/require intendve management limits long-term sustainabfliry.,

B--002596
B-002596



F.,PA recommends deletin~ B.:~.d.

EPA recommends changing text ro re’ad "Fra=omentarion or riparian..." in B,3.b

EPA recommends chan~ing text to read "... (e,g, freshwater ~ud bracIdsh marsh)..." in
B.5.�

EPA recommends changing text to read ", . sustainability of some wintering,.." in B,~.d
¯

~PA recommends inserting B.~.e as foIlows: "Levees reduce r~parian vegetation, aqua~c
habitat and tida! prism."

WaWr Supply

~PA recommends adding the following problems’.

C. ~f~c~snt water ptic~g h~ exac~bated both sho~- ~d lons-ts~ .water
supply probl~ms.

1. Sc~¢~ water r~sources have not b~ ~ciently priced ~ ~e m~ginal
co~ o~ supply to v~ous end-users.

2. ~� m~gin~ cost of supply his~oric~ly h~ no~ included f~l projec~
co~s, inclu~ng capir~ cos~.

D. ~sdm~on~ confronts have prevented ~e ~:o~h of private, m~ke~-oriented
mech~sms (fu~es m~kets, options m~ke~s, etc.) ~at mi~t be used zo cope
~%h.uncen~ md ~sk i water supply.

1. ~e r~Iadve mei~ of ~g m~ker-o~ented me~ods o£ mm~g
~cenain~ md risk have not been ~ly ex~ed.

E. ~cre~ing ~ fle~bili~ of ~ming of Bay-Delt~ system wa~er supply is ~srly,

1. ~e bene~ts o£ increasing ~s fle~bili~ o~ water supply ~ming have not
b~n weish~d aginst the co~s.

F. Decreeing ~ ~cenin~ / incre~ing the religoiliv o£ Bay-Delta ~stem
water ~pplies is costty.

.1. ~e benefits of decrem~g the ~cert~nW of / incre~ing the reliabili~
of water supply £nold be w~ighed ag~ns~ ~e costs.
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Some Final Observations
CALF~D" needs to begin a list of pol:enfial impaats 0reside the Delta resulting from proposed
Delta solutions, even if these impacts will not be addressed by CAL~D.

The dezermination of whether a given stationary level of a Delta quality indicator (biological
or hydrological) is "adequate’" or is "a problem" depends on the definition of the base case.
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